INTERNATIONAL ROADCHECK FOCUS AREAS:

HOURS OF SERVICE
AND LIGHTING
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

MAY 4-6, 2021

International Roadcheck will take place May 4-6. Over that 72-hour period, commercial motor vehicle inspectors in
jurisdictions throughout North America will conduct inspections on commercial motor vehicles and drivers.
During International Roadcheck, inspectors primarily conduct the North American Standard Level I Inspection, a 37-step
procedure that includes two main inspection categories: an examination of driver operating requirements and vehicle
mechanical fitness. This year, inspectors will focus on one driver operating requirement category (hours of service) and
one vehicle mechanical fitness category (lighting).

DRIVER REQUIREMENTS – HOURS OF SERVICE

VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS – LIGHTING

Commercial motor vehicle driver fatigue can result from
inadequate sleep, medications, lengthy hours of work,
physical or mental exertion, or strenuous activities.

The top vehicle violation in the U.S. in fiscal 2020 was
inoperable required lamp, accounting for 12.2% of all
vehicle violations and 4.4% of all out-of-service vehicle
violations. Moreover, taking into account all possible
lighting-related violations issued in fiscal 2020, one in
four vehicles chosen for inspection (25.3%) was issued a
lighting-related violation. Slightly more than one in seven
out-of-service violations (16.4%) in the U.S. was lighting
related.

Drivers of commercial property-carrying vehicles and
passenger-carrying vehicles are subject to rules that limit
the hours spent driving and working and regulate the
minimum amount of time drivers must rest between driving
shifts. Canada, Mexico and the U.S. all have strict hours-ofservice regulations in place to help reduce the occurrence
of driver fatigue.

Lighting devices include headlamps, tail lamps, clearance
lamps, identification lamps, license plate and side marker
lamps, stop lamps, turn signals and lamps on projecting
loads. All required lighting devices are inspected for proper
color, operation, mounting and visibility. The condition and
location of reflectors and retroreflective sheeting are also
inspected.

These violations can be largely avoided by checking the
condition and location of reflectors and retroreflective
sheeting, and by checking all required lamps/turn signals
mentioned above and ensuring they are operative, properly
mounted and not obscured in any way.

For more information on International Roadcheck, visit www.roadcheck.org.

