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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Is Uniformity Beginning to Waiver?

By Capt. John E. Harrison, CVSA President

In the early days of my commercial motor
vehicle (CMV) enforcement career one
of the biggest complaints I heard from
truckers was that they didn't know what
they had to do to comply from state to
state. Safety, size/weight, and operating
authority laws and rules from state to
state and across international boundaries
have improved significantly insofar as
uniformity and reciprocity during my
career. One of the main catalysts for uni-
formity and reciprocity has been CVSA.
Several Western states and provinces saw
a need for better compatibility of laws,
rules, and inspection procedures through
standardized training and collaboration
of efforts to maximize the use of scarce
resources. Uniformity was (and continues
to be) a bedrock principle by which
CVSA was founded.

In 1982, the U.S. Congress author-
ized the Motor Carrier Safety Assistance
Program (MCSAP). This grant program
provided significant funding to the states
for commercial vehicle inspection pro-
grams in an effort to reduce CMV crash-
es, injuries, and fatalities. As with most
U.S. federal grant programs, strings were
attached and if a state chose to partici-
pate, certain standards or conditions had
to be met. The majority of those condi-
tions revolved around the participating
state having laws, rules, and training
compatible with federal regulations.
Moreover, MCSAP started out as a
grant-in-kind program and continues as
such today. MCSAP is alive and well
today and each year when a state renews
its MCSAP grant, it must certify that
the laws and rules in the state are com-
patible with the federal MCSAP stan-
dards.

In the early days of MCSAP many
states had to pass new laws or modify
existing laws in order to be compatible

Capt. John E. Harrison

with the MCSAP guidelines and there-
fore be eligible for MCSAP funding. In
my home state of Georgia, we entered
into MCSAP in 1984 after state legisla-
tion was passed bringing private carriers
under the Motor Safety
Regulations and enabling legislation was

Carrier

passed to allow the state to adopt haz-
ardous material transportation regula-
tions. Those were two conditions pre-
venting Georgia from entering into

MCSAP initially. Similarly, many other
states had issues that had to be dealt with
in order to meet the compatibility stan-
dards. Florida is a good example. Until
recently, Florida was only eligible to
receive 50 percent of the funds allocated
to it because of incompatible intrastate
hours of service regulations.

MCSAP has been instrumental in
keeping the motor carrier safety and haz-
ardous material regulations fairly uni-
form from state to state as well as com-
patible between interstate and intrastate
commerce. However, a trend seems to be
emerging that threatens that uniformity
at both the state and federal levels.
Several states have passed legislation that
may jeopardize their MCSAP funding.
FMCSA has already ruled on several
such state laws and put some states on
notice that if the laws go through with-
out modification then MCSAP funding
will be withheld. These laws attacking
uniformity have been generally slanted
toward exempting certain classes of vehi-
cles or carriers from the motor carrier
safety regulations.

This trend toward exempting certain
classes of vehicles or carriers is not exclu-
sive only to the states, however. The U.S.
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President’s Message
(continued from page 1)

Congress has recently passed legislation
exempting certain types of operations
from the motor carrier safely regulations,
including certain grape growers in New
York state, and an hours-of-service
exemption for the motion picture and
utility industries, just to name a few.
Certain Canadian provinces are also
under pressure to exempt certain classes of
carriers from hours-of-service regulations.

Uniformity is under attack and where
will this attack lead? From the stand-
point of the motoring public, safety is
not unique to only certain types of
CMVs or carriers. As the base of regula-
tions are slowly eroded, at some point the
progress we have made in reducing
CMYV crashes and fatalities will most
likely wane. Moreover, effective enforce-
ment may suffer. Many roadside inspec-
tors I have spoken to regarding this mat-
ter are apprehensive about enforcing reg-

ulations that they are not sure about as to
how they apply and to whom. It often
comes down to a driver interview or a
telephone call to the carrier to determine
if an exemption applies. In those increas-
ingly complicated situations, I fear road-
side officers will ignore certain critical
regulations, such as hours-of-service, and
only enforce those laws or rules that are
clear cut. Moreover, I fear judges may
take the same approach.

All of us in the enforcement commu-
nity are fully cognizant that we work for
political organizations such as legisla-
and  boards.

However, when proposed changes to

tures, commissions,
laws and regulations arise that erode
safety we have a professional obligation
to at least offer alternatives and/or pro-
vide data and detailed information to
decision makers so they can make
informed choices. In my many years of
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government service, I have come to the
realization that not one shoe fits all.
However, 1 also have learned that too
many exemptions or exceptions are detri-
mental to all parties, including the
motoring public, industry, and enforce-
ment. As a trainer, I have seen too many
confused rookie officers just shake their
heads when the topic of exemptions
arise. For the most part, regulations that
apply based on clear uniform guidelines
are easy to enforce and easily understood
by the regulated community. However,
where the frustration and confusion fac-
tor heats up is when exceptions are
thrown in the mix.

I leave you with this fitting quote by
Arthur Capper: “The pressure of special
interests, the demands of special sections
of the state, the needs of friends, all must
be subordinated to the good of the peo-
ple as a whole.”
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

I'm writing to comment on the letter to
the editor, America's Roadways on the
Airwaves, by Mark Willis, that appeared
in the last issue of Guardian.

Five years ago I was contacted by
Elizabeth Walsh, producer of The Open
Road Cafe, and was invited to do a thir-
ty-minute weekly segment on retreading
and proper tire maintenance on their pro-
gram. Since that time Elizabeth, Mark
and I have worked together weekly hun-
dreds of times and, thanks to them, the
Tire Retread & Repair Information
Bureau has been able to reach thousands
of truckers throughout North America
with our continuous message about the
importance of proper tire maintenance.

I agree with Mark that trucking radio
is "America's electronic water cooler."
For those truckers who still do not have
satellite radio and would like our infor-
mation packet about retreading, proper
tire repairing and proper tire mainte-
nance, we will be happy to mail our
materials free of charge. They are totally
non-commercial and can be ordered by
toll free telephone at 888-473-8732, or
by email to: info@retread.org.

Sincerely,
Harvey Brodsky, Managing Director

Tire Retread & Repair Information
Bureau (TRIB)

CVSA's Guardian welcomes your letters
and comments. To submit a letter send
an email to communications@cvsa.org
or write to CVSA, ¢/o Guardian,

1100 17th Street, NW, Suite 803,
Washington, DC 20036.

OP-ED

The liabilities of Prescription and OTC Drugs® Rx,/OTC Drug Company Policy
By Dr. Randall Hicks, Occupational Testing Centers

As baby-boomers begin retiring, the
effects on the overall economy and on cer-
tain industries will be substantial. Younger
workers are not filling the vacated jobs in
the transportation industry. The idea of
driving a truck for a living has become less
attractive to today's younger workforce.
Many companies today are beginning to
recruit older workers.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics show
that from 1998 to 2008 the second occu-
pation with the greatest replacement
needs for persons aged 45 and older leav-
ing the occupation were truck drivers. As
the age of the labor force increases, a
greater number of people will leave the

labor force due to retirement or disability.

After 2008, as more and more of them
reach retirement age, the impact of their
retirement will continue to grow. The old-
est baby-boomers will be aged 52 to 62.

In 1998, 33 percent of the workforce
was made up of baby boomers. That fig-
ure is expected to increase to 40 percent
by 2008.

A study by the American Association
of Retired Persons (AARP) provides fur-
ther evidence of prolonged labor force
participation, finding that eight in 10
baby-boomers plan to work during their
retirement years, although not necessarily
at the same job.

These findings are evident in the
transportation industry with an increase
in older students enrolling in truck driv-
ing schools. Without enough truck driv-
ers, some trucking companies have
replaced up to 30 percent of their work-
force with workers 50 and older

Companies will need to address the
health-related issues that will arise
among older drivers. More than 60 per-
cent of working adults ages 50 to 64 have
been diagnosed with at least one chronic
health condition, such as high blood
pressure, diabetes, high cholesterol, heart
disease, arthritis, or cancer.

(continued on page 5)
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The Legislative Rundown

By Richard Henderson, CVSA Director, Government Affairs

CVSA Reauthorization
Process Underway

Alan Martin, Ohio Public Utilities
Commission, and Chairman of CVSA’s
newly organized Ad-hoc Reauthorization
Committee, held the first meeting of his
Committee in conjunction with CVSA’s
recent Fall Workshop in Pittsburgh.
Committee membership represents all
CVSA Regions to ensure that the views
of all of CVSA’s members will be heard.
In addition, CVSA’s website will soon
have a section devoted to Reauthoriza-
tion as another way to seek the widest
possible input.

In addition, the Committee will meet
with CVSA’s national and international
partners to exchange ideas and develop
unified positions where possible. Such
groups may include IACP, AAMVA,
AASHTO, AAA, the
Highway Safety Association, and key

Governor’s

truck and bus industry associations.

The Committee expects to make its
first set of recommendations to the
membership at the Spring Conference in
Denver in late March 2008. This should
coincide with the time that the House
and Senate authorizing Committees
begin their reauthorization hearings that
will eventually lead to new legislation
replacing SAFETEA-LU that expires
on September 30, 2009.

FMCSA has also begun a process to
develop a reauthorization package and
expects to have it ready for submission to
the Secretary of Transportation by May
of 2008.

Some of the issues that emerged from
the Pittsburgh Committee meeting were
the enforcement problems caused by the
ever increasing number of exemptions from

various parts of the Federal Safety

Regulations sought by agricultural and util-
ity interests, with hours of service topping
the list; the blurred lines between inter and
intra state transportation; the existing
Maintenance of Effort formula; the defini-
tion of a commercial vehicle starting at 10,
000 or 26,000 Ibs. GVW; the definition of a
crash; compliance reviews; carrier ratings;
structure of the state grant programs includ-
ing MCSAP; traffic enforcement; motor-
coach safety; and security. This list will be
sure to grow as CVSAs reauthorization
process evolves. The answers will not be easy
but the comprehensive assessment inherent
in a reauthorization process is bound to pro-
duce positive results, hopefully extending
beyond just a piece of legislation.

Final 2008 Appropriations
Action to Extend

Beyond September 30
Necessitating a CR

Congress did not complete its work on
the 2008 DOT Appropriations bill in
time for the start of the new fiscal year
on October 1, necessitating passage of a
Continuing Resolution which funds
DOT and FMCSA programs until
November 16, 2007.

The House and Senate cannot begin
the conference process on the
Appropriations bill until a “global”
agreement between the Congressional
leadership and White House is worked
out on overall 2008 funding levels for
other federal agencies and departments.

The President has threatened to veto
the overall bill because it authorizes
spending on highways and transit above
the levels requested by the Administration
and also because it would preclude use of
2008 funds for continuing implementa-
tion of the Mexican border pilot program.

Appropropriations for 2008
Cuts Mexican Border
Pilot Funding

When the Senate passed its version of
the 2008 DOT funding bill, it included
an amendment prohibiting the U.S.
DOT from spending any money to
administer the program and to perform
the necessary audits and inspections on
Mexican carriers and trucks. The House
has passed a similar measure earlier this
past summer. Both amendments passed
by overwhelming majorities.

However, until the final DOT 08
Appropriations bill actually passes, the
DOT will continue to administer the
one-year pilot.

The rationale in both chambers for
passing the amendments was that it was
not possible to certify that all of the bor-
der safety issues had been dealt with.




However, a special DOT Inspector
General’s report put most of these issues
to rest. Many have speculated that the
real reason behind the action of
Congress is an economic one relating to
international trade.

CVSA Files Amicus Brief
Seeking a Stay of the
Recent Court Decision on
Hours of Service

CVSA filed a brief with the United
States Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia Circuit on September 17
seeking a stay of its decision vacating the
11 hour driving time and the 34 hour
restart provisions. CVSA’s brief related
solely to the timing of the Court’s man-
date and not to the substantive issues of
the Court’s overall decision. CVSA
argued that the current rules should
remain in effect until FMCSA has had
sufficient time and opportunity to com-
ply with the Court’s decision, including
sufficient time following FMCSA’s
announcement of any potential revised
HOS rules to allow the individual states
to adopt those rules and train their
enforcement and other personnel regard-
ing any revisions in the rules.

CVSA suggested a minimum of six to
eight months would be necessary to pro-
vide adequate time to accommodate the
timeframes of states to implement and
adopt any new rule. It was pointed out
that such a timeframe would promote
stability and uniformity of enforcement
resulting in safer highways.

FMCSA has asked for a stay of one
year and ATA a stay for eight months.
On September 28, the Court granted
only a 90 day stay which expires on
December 27, 2007.

OP-ED
[continued from page 3)

Prescription and Over-The-
Counter Drugs
Among these older truck drivers there
has been a huge increase in prescrip-
tion and over the counter drug use
accompanied with the drugs’ respective
side effects.

In the U.S,, there is no formal pro-

to a physician. The prevalence of
hypertension increases with age,
affecting 30 to 100 persons aged 55-
65 years, 39 to 100 persons aged 65-74
years, and 42 to 100 persons aged >/=
75 years. Among males between the
ages of 35-65, hypertension rose 28
percent from 1988-2004 and among

cedure for monitoring drug safety.
Only about one percent of adverse
drug reactions get reported, 51 percent
of approved drugs have serious side
effects not detected prior to approval
by the FDA.

For example, blood pressure and
cholesterol lowering drugs are the most
prescribed medication in the over 50
group. Because of the high cost of treat-
ing hypertension and the generally poor
results, the health care community is
rigorously debating the impact of
unsuccessful outcomes in these patients.

Antihypertensive drugs account for
nearly one-third of the total direct
costs ($7 billion). Despite the resources
expended on hypertension, less than
20 percent of patient’s hypertension is
under control.

High blood pressure currently
affects one in four American adults
and is the number one reason for visits

females between the ages of 35-65
hypertension, increased to 43 percent
from 1988-2004. With the increase of
the hypertension population one must
question the effectiveness of the med-
ications they’re being given. Under the
current definition, about 65 million
Americans have high blood pressure,
and another 59 million people are bor-
derline hypertensive. According to the
National Institute of Health, 72 per-
cent of people with high blood pres-
sure remain hypertensive in spite of
taking heart drugs. We spend tens of
billions annually on heart drugs.

The full text can be found at
www.occutesting.com

Dr. Randall Hicks is the founder of
Occupational Testing Centers: offices that
provide a complete array of employee test-
ing and health screening, and recertifica-
tion for the transportation industry.
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FMCSA Showcases Roadside Inspection

Technology on Tennessee Corridor
By Shashunga Clayton, FMCSA Public Affairs Specialist

The inspection technologies showcased
by FMCSA at the Greene County
Inspection Station in Tennessee on
August 7 all embraced three characteris-
tics: simplicity, safety and speed. More
than 100 state, federal, congressional
and industry officials gathered at the
inspection station along Interstate 81 to
get a first-hand look at the current and
future technologies FMCSA and its
state partners are looking to use to
enforce commercial motor vehicles
(CMV) regulations.

FMCSA Administrator John H. Hill
kicked off the event by announcing
Interstates 40 and 81 as
FMCSA’s official roadside
inspection technology corridor.
The corridor is comprised of a
series of fixed and mobile state-
of-the-art facilities for testing
and evaluation of commercial
mobile vehicle enforcement
technologies in a real-world set-
ting. FMCSA partnered with
the Tennessee Department of
Safety, Tennessee Department
of Transportation, Oak Ridge
National Laboratory and the
University of Tennessee to
organize the showcase and
establish the corridor.

FMCSA showcased wire-
less roadside inspection that
can operate from a fixed site or
from a mobile enforcement
vehicle. Using an existing off-
the-shelf electronic on-board
transponder
placed in a tractor-trailer,
FMCSA conducted a real-time
inspection with the big rig trav-

recorder and

eling at speeds up to 55 miles
per hour.

| S

Also showcased was a newly installed
inspection technology called a Perform-
ance-Based Brake Tester (PBBT), which
determines whether a vehicle produces
sufficient braking force. The brake tester
is the first of its kind in Tennessee and
was built in conjunction with the weigh
station’s first inspection pit.

“We're excited to have a PBBT brake
tester and pit at this weigh stations,” Lt.
James McKenzie of the Tennessee
Highway Patrol said. “Inspections will
be a lot safer for our staff since they
won’t have to crawl underneath a trac-
tor-trailer.”

In addition to brake testing, FMCSA
showcased a prototype of the Smart
Infrared Inspection System (SIRIS),
which is designed to detect brake, wheel,
and tire problems. It does so by compar-
ing brake temperatures relative to the oth-
Attendees
viewed infrared thermal images of a

ers on the same vehicle.

truck’s tires as it entered the weigh station.
Although, the system is a prototype, the
goal of SIRIS is to create an automated
system that uses software to translate
thermal images into alerts for inspectors.

The Commercial Vehicle Inspection
System (ComVis) showed how a hand-
held device, similar to a person-
al data assistant, could speed up
an inspection by eliminating the
need for handwritten notes and
reducing chance for error due to
poor note taking. ComVis com-
bines several inspection data
systems and packages them in a
portable, handheld device.

“Ultimately, these technolo-
gies can help us inspect more
commercial vehicles and ensure
they are properly maintained to
keep every driver on America’s
roads safe,” FMCSA Admini-
strator John H. Hill said.

Although some of the tech-
nologies are a prototype,
FMCSA will continue testing
the technologies to perfect their
use and move towards integrat-
ing them into the inspection sys-
tem. Administrator Hill says if
these technologies can be proven
to work and replicated through-
out the country, FMCSA and its
state partners could inspect up to
170 million vehicles a year
instead of three million.
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FMCSA Tests Advanced Thermal Imaging

Technology

By: Shashunga Clayton, FMCSA Public Affairs Specialist

It may not be a crystal ball, but the Smart
Infrared Inspection System (SIRIS)
being developed for FMCSA is a state-
of-the-art thermal imaging system that
can foresee possible brake, tire and wheel
thermal failures on commercial motor
vehicles (CMV).

SIRIS, showcased in its current devel-
opment at a Tennessee weigh station
during FMCSA’s CMV Technology
Showcase in August, detects thermal
heat from CMV:s signaling wheel, brake
or axle irregularities, which can result in
control and braking problems.

SIRIS detects internal mechanical
flaws that cannot be detected without dis-
assembling the wheel and brake compo-
nents. But through the view provided by
SIRIS thermal imaging, a failing brake is
reveal by dark color tones, while an under-
inflated tire or improperly balanced load
dark is indicated by light color hues.

SIRIS is a promising prototype.
Infrared cameras scan both sides of every
vehicle and powerful software instanta-
neously produces a critical analysis based
on actual temperature detected.

SIRIS will ultimately maximize
inspector efficiency and reduce the like-
lihood of vehicles being involved in
crashes or fires.

“In the past, this technology has
proven its value, but to become accepted
by the industry it must become easier to
use and more affordable to operate,” said
Zack Mian, President of International
Electronic  Machines  Corporation
(IEM). “That’s our goal — along with
making our roads and highways safer for
everyone.”

The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and

After carefully reviewing many propos-
als, FMCSA awarded IEM the grant to
develop SIRIS in the fall of 2006.

IEM collected thermal data from sev-
eral thousand vehicles while SIRIS was
in Tennessee and plans additional data
collection activities in the next several

months. The next step is to analyze the
data in order to build a system that auto-
matically determines which vehicles to
signal into the weigh station for further
inspection. IEM anticipates demon-
strating the next generation of SIRIS by

summer 2008.

Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users authorized SIRIS as a
$1.4 million research grant in 2005.

Clockwise from top left: An operator can watch vehicles pass the two infrared cameras and play back the record-
ed vide sequences from a remote station. The SIRIS remote camera unit is in the foreground and the base unit is
on the opposite side of the road. Even with heavy traffic at the weigh station, SIRIS is capable of evaluating every
vehicles that passes it. SIRIS uses “temperature” based imaging to detect a flat tire on a commercial vehicle.
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Arkansas Leads by Example with Legislation

By Capt. Paul Clounch, Arkansas Highway Police

The Arkansas State Highway and
Transportation Department (AHTD) is
leading the way when it comes to high-
way safety as a result of several new leg-
islative acts that became law over this
past summer.

Act 997 of 2007 eliminates all non-
emergency parking along fully controlled
access highways in Arkansas, including
shoulders, medians, and on- and off-
ramps, unless the area is marked as a des-
ignated parking area. “No Parking” signs
were previously in place to enforce no
parking provisions on Arkansas’ inter-
states or other fully controlled access
routes. The new law states that parking
is not allowed along these routes,
whether signs are in place or not, unless
it is brief in nature and due to an emer-
gency, vehicle disablement, or to correct
or avert an unsafe condition. Arkansas
Highway Police officers will conduct
informational enforcement for a period
of time, except in cases of egregious or
hazardous violations.

“From a safety perspective, we had
some fatal crashes involving cars hitting
parked trucks as well as trucks hitting
parked trucks which resulted in fatali-
ties,” said Chief Ron Burks, Arkansas
Highway Police. “Arkansas is a predomi-
nantly rural state, and a majority of exits
are in rural areas that are not well lit. We
have had a lot of trucks parking on the
exit and on ramps.”

The area between Little Rock and
West Memphis is one of the highest
travel trip corridors in the nation for
CMVs. “It’s a dangerous situation, and
the highway department realizes there is
a shortage of long-term parking for com-
mercial vehicles. We are currently
reviewing the possibility of opening up
interstate “turn outs” or inspection areas.

They have an exit and on ramp, and it’s a
pretty long pad where we do inspections,
but the traffic is such that we don’t open
up these too often because they create
backups,” Burks added.

In Arkansas before the law was
changed signs were posted, but they were
often ignored or knocked down.
Another important point to note is that
shoulders were not constructed to sup-
port 80,000 Ib. loads and typically, on the

interstate, the ramps are concrete and

O N A L N E W S

shoulders are asphalt. “Over time they
create maintenance problems, so we're
hoping that this will be an added bonus
in reducing the cost of maintaining the
shoulders,” said Burks.

Another consequence of CMV driv-
ers using ramps for long-term parking
was the issue of (human and other)
waste, which often creates health con-
cerns.

FMCSA and the American Trucking
Associations believe there is common
ground especially given the shortage in
truck parking.

“This is an active issue, and hours of
service has changed the dynamics,” said
Burks. “Things will have to be worked
out at the federal level but in the mean-
time, we don't need to have CM Vs park-
ing in close proximity to vehicles travel-
ing at high speeds and resulting in terri-
ble crashes. We just need to get them off
the interstate systems.”

Additionally, Arkansas passed a land-
mark piece of legislation, Act 637, that
compels carriers to enter positive drug
tests into a state administered database
allowing other carriers to access and
review information prior to hiring driv-
ers. This will address the all too com-
mon practice of drivers who have previ-
ously tested positive from attaining
employment within short periods of time
with another carrier who is unaware of
the individual’s history.

“It is my understanding we are one
of only four states to pass such legisla-
tion. The ATA has expressed interest in
this act, and large carriers such as JB
Hunt were and are very supportive,”
Burks added.

The acts can be reviewed for specific
applicability at the Arkansas General

Assembly website at www.arkleg.state.ar.us.
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Oregon Ups Inspections, Outreach to Cut
Truck-At-Fault Crashes on Highways

WWW.Cvsd.org

By David McKane, Oregon Department of Transportation, Motor Carrier Transporfation Division

The Oregon Department of
Transportation (ODOT) has
begun an initiative of increased
inspections and outreach in an
effort to reduce truck-at-fault
(TAF) crashes on Oregon
highways.  Motor Carrier
Transportation Division
(MCTD) staff will spend
more of their time conducting
driver inspections and provid-
ing educational material to
commercial truck drivers.

In 2006, there were 1,402
crashes in Oregon involving -
large trucks. It is document-
ed that 54 percent of these crashes can be
attributed to the condition of the vehicle
and/or the behavior of the driver. The
vast majority of these crashes rest with
Mechanical
failure of the truck is a very low cause for
crashes, about 5 percent of the TAF
crashes. Many crashes are traced to the

the actions of the driver.

behavior of the driver, including speed-
ing, following too close, and unsafe lane
changes. That is why ODOT partner-
ships with the Oregon State Police and
County and Municipal law enforcement
Traffic
enforcement is important in reducing the
TAF crashes in Oregon.

Equally important is ODOTs ability

to identify and remove unsafe drivers

agencies are so important.

from Oregon highways. Driver fatigue
and lack of attention can significantly
increase the risk of a crash. Recent hours
of service enforcement exercises have
resulted in driver out of service rates more
than three times the national average.
July exercises concentrated on the
Interstate 84 corridor that takes traffic to
and from Portland Oregon. One exercise
included 301 inspections and resulted in
93 drivers placed out-of-service (31 per-
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Safety Specialist Ha

Oregon is going to be
tough on commercial drivers
[who violate] motor

carrier safety regulations

cent). Another exercise included the
entire Interstate 84 corridor and included
1,413 inspections resulting in 329 drivers
placed out-of-service (23 percent).

In August another exercise concen-
trated on north/south routes in Oregon
including Interstate 5 and US Highway
97. This exercise resulted in 1,638
inspections and resulted in 446 drivers
placed out of service (27 percent).

One may wonder why the driver out-
of-service rates are so high. First, it’s
important to understand that the inspec-
tions conducted are not random inspec-
tions. Rather, the vehicle and driver are
scrutinized using several sorting tools
including the presence of a current
inspection decal on the vehicle. Driver

behavior is carefully observed
as the proceeds
through the weigh station.

vehicle

Drivers who look inattentive
or fatigued are routinely
selected for an inspection.
During the inspection, the
driver is interviewed and
supporting documentation is
reviewed to verify the drivers’
log book.

Recent inspections had
one driver falling asleep dur-
ing the inspection process.
Other drivers where found to
have been driving nonstop
from Nebraska, 19 hours of driving.
Another driver placed out-of-service by
the Idaho State Police was contacted in
Oregon and arrested for violating an out-
of-service declaration and for having two
log books. And yet another driver was
arrested because of outstanding felony
drug trafficking charges.

Oregon inspectors also provided out-
reach material to drivers. Information
regarding seat belt use, sharing the road,
and driver fatigue was made available to
drivers.

ODOT understands that the major-
ity of truck drivers are professionals
ODOT

will continue its initiative to remove

who strive to operate safely.

unsafe truck drivers from our highways.
A message is being sent that Oregon is
going to be tough on commercial driv-
ers who put themselves and others at-
risk by violating motor carrier safety
regulations.

For additional information please
David McKane,
Department of Transportation Motor

contact: Oregon
Carrier Transportation Division, 550
Capitol ST NE, Salem OR 97301, 503-
373-0884.
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Brake Safety Week Hits the Maritimes in Nova Scotia
By Adam Ledlow, Truck News, Assistant Editor

Brake Safety Week hit the Maritimes at
the end of August, with day-long events
New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island.

planned for Nova Scotia,
The annual event, which takes place
across North America, involves CVSA-
certified officers conducting brake sys-
tem inspections to educate drivers on
proper brake inspection, maintenance
and operational practices. Individual
events took place at the Borden Scales in
Prince Edward Island Aug. 28, the Kelly
Lake Scales in Nova Scotia Aug. 29, and
the Salisbury Westbound Scales in New
Brunswick Aug. 30.

Paul Cormier, training and outreach
officer with Transportation and Public
Works Nova Scotia, says that though
certain jurisdictions may use traditional
enforcement techniques with drivers
who are non-compliant, the three partic-
ipating Atlantic Provinces will be focus-
ing on simply educating the public
through voluntary inspections.

“It’s just a fun educational day and
we're just looking to help build that rela-
tionship a little bit with the trucking
industry,” says Cormier, who will be
supervising and liaising with coordina-
tors during the events in Prince Edward
Island and Nova Scotia.

As an added incentive to encourage
drivers to participate, the Nova Scotia

Trucking Human Resource Sector

Council will be hosting a barbeque at the
event at Kelly Lake. A private trucking
company will also be providing a free
mechanic who will be on site to conduct
minor brake adjustments. In addition,
safety association members like Linda
Corkum, executive director of the Nova
Scotia Trucking Safety Association, will
be on hand to provide information on
safety in and around trucks. (Industry
stakeholders will be providing a similar

service in New Brunswick and Prince
Edward Island)

Cormier says that though he can’t
speak on behalf of other provinces, he
claims the Nova Scotia-based event has

enjoyed better participation in recent
years since the focus has been steered
more towards education, rather than
wrist-slapping.

“[We're] looking for voluntary com-
pliance rather than trying to target indi-
vidual trucks, pull them over, give them
a spiel and give them a ticket,” Cormier
says. “That’s not the purpose of the day.
Let’s ask some questions, let’s talk about
why your brakes aren’t adjusted, let’s
have the provided mechanic make the
appropriate repairs if needed, let’s talk
about what the requirements are, and
let’s have a hot dog and a cup of coffee
on the association.”
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Georgia’s Pilot Project Proves Law Enforcement Strategies Enhance

Highway Safety

By Capt. Johnny Jones, Georgia Department of Public Safety, Motor Carrier Compliance Division

Many commercial vehicle safety enforce-
ment authorities currently contend that
both the strongest and the weakest link
in any motor carrier’s commercial vehicle
safety efforts are the drivers themselves.
Notably, the CMV driver is the entity
who has the most direct, immediate con-
trol over the vehicles that they operate;
not surprisingly, the vehicle operator is
also the one who possesses direct control
of the vehicle at the time a crash occurs.

Ironically in Georgia, however, for
many years the CMYV driver was the
entity held least accountable by Georgia’s
commercial vehicle safety inspection
program. During the period of time
spanning from the late 1980’ to 2005,
during commercial vehicle safety inspec-
tions, officers consistently found many
commercial vehicle defects deemed so
unsafe that continued operation of the
vehicle was prohibited by law. However,
other than to require a motor carrier or
driver to repair the defects prior to fur-
ther operation of the vehicle, officers
were handicapped in holding the CMV
driver immediately accountable for his
unsafe actions. Furthermore, no positive
reinforcement was provided to discour-
age future driver/motor carrier recidi-
vism.

For the most part, a primary reason
that these unsafe CMV drivers were held
least accountable for their unsafe actions
was primarily due to bureaucratic
philosophies and conditions, both inter-
nal and external, which handicapped
officers from enforcing Georgia law to
curb unsafe driving behavior.

However, in July 2005, by an act of
Georgia
Legislature, the Department responsible

the Governor and the

for administering the commercial vehicle
safety program in Georgia was merged
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into the Georgia Department of Public
Safety and became known as the Motor
Carrier Compliance Division (MCCD).
This merger into DPS provided MCCD
with broader opportunities to design and
implement enhanced, aggressive law
enforcement efforts and strategies aimed
at reducing driver-vehicle out of service
rates and traffic crashes involving com-
mercial motor vehicles.

Acting upon this new perspective,
MCCD, Region 8 initiated the first of its
kind commercial-vehicle-related Pilot
Project in Georgia.

MCCD, Region 8, is located in the
southern part of Georgia. The Region
Within  the
Region there are two fixed site

houses 29 counties.

inspection  stations in Lowndes
County (near Valdosta) and one
satellite inspection station near
Cedar Springs in Early County. The
Regional command office is located in
Tifton. Region 8 has a complement of
22 certified law enforcement officers;
20 of these 22 officers are CVSA cer-
tified in wvarious inspection-related
categories.

This Pilot Project was designed to
test the theory that aggressive enforce-
ment efforts on CMYV drivers, who make
the choice to operate unsafely, would
reap positive, far reaching behavioral
changes across a broad spectrum. Over
time, we believed such strategies would
enhance highway safety for all who trav-
el Georgia’s highways. To a certain
degree of accuracy, we theorized that the
results of this aggressive enforcement
pilot project would demonstrate the fol-
lowing safety enhancements:

*  Motor carriers (trucking companies)
would engage in more effective pre-
ventative maintenance and driver
management programs;

* Commercial vehicle drivers would
perform more thorough pre and post
trip safety inspections, so that defects
could be corrected proactively (before
being apprehended and cited), rather
than reactively.

* The vehicle out of service rate and the
violation recidivism rate would
demonstrate a steady decline over
both the short term and long term.

* More aggressive enforcement and
safer commercial vehicles would
cause traffic crashes involving com-
mercial motor vehicles to decline over
the long term.

The site chosen for the pilot project
was the Cedar Springs Inspection
Station in Early County, GA, due pri-
marily to the fact that the motor carrier
(contractor) and driver samples remain
relatively constant and stable; as a point
of note, generally, the same motor carri-
ers and drivers consistently pass through
the Inspection Station site on a daily
basis. By having such a constant and sta-
ble carrier and driver sample to evaluate,
we theorized that our efforts would
thereby encourage more immediate safe-
ty compliance efforts on behalf of both
the motor carriers and the drivers them-
selves. Furthermore, we also contended
that such a stable sample would guaran-
tee a short term result that was immedi-
ately measurable. Hence, at the end of
our pilot project, if our results legit-
imized our theories, we intended to
broaden our implementation of many of
the same aggressive enforcement strate-
gles region-wide.



The Aggressive Enforcement Pilot
Project began January 1, 2006 and ended
December 31, 2006. During this period,
we implemented the following strategies
at the test site:

e The number of commercial vehicle
safety inspections performed at the
test site must increase substantially;

e The number of Level I commercial
vehicle safety inspections must

increase. As a point of note and clari-

fication, loosely defined, a traditional

Level I commercial vehicle safety

(AKA., MCSAP

Inspection) includes but is not limit-

inspection

ed to an inspection of the commercial
vehicle driver and the commercial
vehicle to verify safeness. During
such an inspection, the CMYV driver is
inspected for Records of Duty Status
and Hours of Service compliance,
driver credentials such as driver’s
license and medical qualification,
fatigue, and sobriety. The mechanical
and structural condition of the com-
mercial vehicles are inspected to
include such components as lighting,
cab/sleeper berth condition, brakes,
steering, frames, suspension, tires,
wheels, cargo, and other components
that effect the safe operation of a
commercial motor vehicle.

* CMV drivers who choose to operate
unsafe commercial vehicles must be
held strictly accountable to law for
their individual choice to place the
public in danger by their actions. This
accountability will take the form of
holding the CMYV driver accountable
to such violations of Georgia law by
issuing him/her a Uniform Traffic
Citation (UTC) for choosing to oper-
ate an unsafe commercial vehicle.

* Strict quality control measures must
be implemented to make absolutely
certain that motor carriers and drivers
are treated fairly and impartially.

*  Strict regional command-level oversight
must occur to ensure consistent safety
inspection accuracy and officer compli-
ance with Aggressive Enforcement

Pilot Project guidelines and procedures.
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As a point of note, the data given
herein reflects only violations and defects
related to the mechanical and structural
condition of the commercial vehicle
itself. Driver Out of Service infractions
were not included in this study, since
many of the drivers traveling through the
test area are exempt from compliance
with Records of Duty Status and Hours
of Service regulations. (Note: In
Georgia, INTRASTATE motor carriers
of certain forestry products are exempt
from Hours of Service and Records of
Duty Status regulations).

When the results of our Pilot Project
were tallied, the results were astounding.
By implementing the highway safety
strategies listed herein at the test site, we
demonstrated the following results:

* During the test period, MCSAP
inspections at the site increased by
300 percent; Level I (full) inspections
increased by 10 percent;

* The Vehicle Out-of-Service Rate was
reduced from 83 percent to 50 per-
cent, a decrease of 33 percent;

* The per

Inspection Rate was reduced from 11

Average  Violations
violations per inspection to eight vio-
lations per inspection; a decrease of
three violations per inspection.

* TFor the first six months of the Pilot
Project (January — June 2006), the
Uniform Traffic Citation (UTC)
Issuance Rate increased from 50 percent
to 70 percent, an increase of 20 percent.
However, during the final six months of
the Pilot Project (July — December
2006), the UTC Issuance rate decreased
to 51 percent, which was a reduction of
19 percent. We theorize that this UTC
Issuance Rate Reduction was a direct
consequence of an increase in safety
compliance among both the CMV driv-

ers and the motor carriers.

Therefore, based on the aforemen-
tioned results, we contend that our theo-
ry was proven: Aggressive enforcement
on those commercial vehicle drivers who
choose to operate unsafe commercial
vehicles reaps positive, far reaching
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results and, in theory and fact, positively
alters unsafe motor carrier and CMV
driver behavior, which provides for

enhanced highway safety. Whereas:

1. Motor carriers who dispatch com-
mercial vehicles to the paper mill at
Cedar Springs, GA, are now engag-
ing in more effective and proactive
preventative maintenance and driver
management programs;

2. Commercial vehicle drivers who trav-

the Cedar Springs

Inspection Station are performing

el through

more thorough pre and post trip safe-
ty inspections, so that defects can be
corrected proactively (before being
apprehended and subsequently fined
for safety infractions).

3. The Out of Service Percentage Rate
and violation recidivism rate have
declined in the short term.

4. Given the aforementioned successes,
we contend that, over the long term,
traffic crashes involving “at fault”
commercial vehicles will decline, since
the mechanical and structural condi-
tion of a commercial vehicle directly
and indirectly contributes to many
traffic crashes involving commercial
motor vehicles. However, in order to
measure the crash reduction effect,
our strategies must be implemented
on a broader scale and for a greater
period of time, which is what we
intend to do on a region-wide scale.

In reflecting back on this project and
its success, while MCCD Region 8 was
the “boots on the ground” Region in this
endeavor, the credit for its success must be
attributed to the Georgia Department of
Public Safety, its command staft, and its
progressive law enforcement philosophies.

Capt. Johnmny Jones is a 26 year veteran of
law enforcement. He has been directly
involved in commercial vehicle law enforce-
ment for almost 20 years. Capt. Jones cur-
rently serves as Region Commander, Region
8, Department of Public Safety, Motor
Carrier Compliance Division, and is based

out of Tifton, Georgia.
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California Highway Patrol Answers ‘What is a Motor Carrier Specialist?’

By Greg Bragg, California Highway Patrol, Manager, Motor Carrier Safety Program

What exactly is a California Highway
Patrol (CHP) Motor Carrier Specialist?
Is this a new classification within the
CHP? Who are those folks in the white
“E” California State plated vans operat-
ing throughout California visiting every
motor carrier business on a regular basis?
Well, I am glad you asked! Let me take
the long road to all of these questions,
starting with the history of California’s
Motor Carrier Safety Program. After
all, we've actually been around and quiet-
ly doing our jobs in the CHP Motor
Carrier Safety Program for over 40 years.

In 1963, the California Legislature
transferred the authority to regulate the
safety of motor carriers (the truck and
bus industry) from the California Public
Utilities Commission to the CHP. At
that time, the CHP hired 43 Assistant
Motor Carrier Operations Specialists
(AMCOS), now called Motor Carrier
Specialists  (MCS). The original
AMCOS were hired in 1965 for their
experience and expertise as heavy-duty
equipment mechanics and/or shop
superintendents.

These newly hired personnel were
expected to go out and generate a cus-
tomer base for their inspection services,
regularly referring to the yellow pages to
find motor carriers. The primary purpose
was to conduct in-house inspections or
audits of truck and bus operators at their
“terminals” or business locations, and
make recommendations in writing as to
how they could operate safer and more

productively by adhering to certain driver
safety and vehicle maintenance practices.
Few persons in the motor carrier
industry were aware of this new pro-
gram, and the AMCOS spent several
years educating the motor carrier indus-
try about the goals of the program and
showing motor carriers the benefits of
maintaining their commercial vehicles
and other related business records in
compliance with laws and regulations.
Then, in 1973, MCS 1 personnel
were given the assignment of inspecting
school buses and conducting school bus
Although the
CHP had been inspecting school buses
since the early 1930s, it had been han-
dled by uniformed personnel until 1973.

terminal inspections.

Authorizing MCS personnel to inspect
school buses once every year allowed our
school bus officers to increase the atten-
tion they gave to school bus driver test-
ing and qualification.

In 1974, Farm Labor Vehicles were
defined by the California Legislature and
added to the growing list of responsibili-
ties in the CHP Motor Carrier Safety
Program. In 1976, following a cata-
strophic charter bus accident in Martinez,
California, in which 29 passengers died,
most of them high school students, the
School Pupil Activity Bus (SPAB) was
defined by the legislature, and the pro-
gram for inspecting and certifying these
buses annually was established and
assigned to CHP MCS personnel.

This proactive approach ... really makes a

difference in making our highways safer.
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Over the years, the following inspection
programs were added to statute and
assigned to CHP MCS personnel:

1979 - Hazardous Waste Transporter
program which required the inspection
and certification of every vehicle and
container used to transport hazardous
waste;

1980 — All terminals from which any bus
is operated must be inspected annually;

1982 — The Legislature transferred the
responsibility for the inspection of flam-
mable liquid cargo tanks from the Office
of State Fire Marshal to the
Department;

1983 — Youth Buses defined requiring
annual terminal inspections and vehicle
certifications;

1987 — General Public Paratransit
Vehicle (GPPV) defined requiring
annual terminal inspections and vehicle
certifications;

1988 — The Biennial Inspection of
Terminals (BIT) Program is created,
requiring that every motor carrier oper-
ating certain types of trucks from termi-
nals in this state be inspected by the
Department every 25-months.

Today, the Department’s Motor Carrier
Safety Program is staffed with 205 MCS
Is, 30 MCS II (Field Supervisors), 10
MCS III (Division Unit Supervisors),
and one State Program Manager.
During any given year, CHP MCS
personnel conduct over 18,000 truck ter-
minal inspections, and over 5,000 bus
terminal inspections including the annu-



al inspection and certification of over
26,000 school buses, and other buses
requiring inspection and certification
prior to operation. Additionally, these
hard working individuals complete over
12,000 inspections for compliance with
random controlled substances and alco-
hol testing requirements for commercial
drivers. Often, based upon the results of
inspections, countless hours are also uti-
lized preparing for and testifying at
administrative hearings and criminal
proceedings against motor carriers who
conduct business in such a manner as to
present a danger to public safety.

CHP MCS personnel work very
closely with the uniformed members of
the CHP who are also trained and certi-
fied to conduct in-depth vehicle and
driver record inspections on highway
during enforcement stops of commercial
vehicles. With hundreds of commercial
officers and related inspection personnel
working on our highways, combined
with the MCS personnel conducting
inspections are company places of busi-
ness, the CHP commercial program is
one of the largest in the nation.

In closing, the entire purpose of the
CHP Motor Carrier Safety Program is
to prevent collisions and injuries involv-
ing the operation of commercial motor
vehicles on our highways by conducting
in-depth (off-highway) inspections at
the business locations of motor carriers
statewide. This proactive approach to
making sure motor carriers in this state
understand and comply with all safety
requirements, whether it is vehicle main-
tenance or driver records requirements
such as hours of service (“log books”),
random drug/alcohol testing, or proper
and valid licensing, really makes a differ-
ence in making our highways safer.
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North America’s Busiest Border Crossing Gets

Inspection Facility

By Caopt. Robert R. Powers, Michigan State Police

Motor carrier officers of the Michigan
State Police working border enforce-
ment at the Ambassador Bridge in
Detroit are finally off the streets.
Thanks to a grant from FMCSA, motor
carrier officers began conducting inspec-
tions in a leased building located on Fort
Street only two blocks south of the
Ambassador Bridge.

State Police are leasing approxi-
mately 5,000 square feet of space in
what was formerly the transit bus
maintenance facility for the city of
Detroit. Before acquiring this building,
officers had to conduct inspections in
the middle of Fort Street, a very busy
and congested city street. Not only did
this present a safety hazard for the offi-
cer, the trucker, and the general motor-
ing public, but it limited the officers’
ability to conduct inspections during
periods of heavy ice and snow which is
common in the area. The new facility

will not only allow inspections to be
done more safely, it will allow inspec-
tions to be done 365 days a year,
regardless of the weather. In the first
month of operation, offices conducted
606 Level I inspections at this facility.

The real beauty of this facility is that
every truck entering the U.S. from
Canada via the bridge must drive right
past the inspection building after clear-
ing customs. Trucks selected for inspec-
tion are simply directed into the build-
ing, without a need to turn the truck
around or escort it to a remote location.
This provides efficiencies for both
enforcement and industry.

The Ambassador Bridge is the busiest
international border crossing for com-
mercial vehicles in North America with
an average of 8,000 trucks crossing the
bridge daily. There are currently 10 offi-
cers (inspectors) assigned to work border
enforcement at the Ambassador bridge.
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Multi-State Enforcement Targets Unsafe Trucks in Midwest
|75 Operation Resulted in Unsafe Trucks, Drivers Removed from the Highway

By Lt. David Ford, Michigan State Police, Traffic Safety Division

On September 12, 2007 Michigan State
Police (MSP) motor carrier officers
joined their counterparts from the Ohio,
Indiana, Illinois, and Kentucky for a 24-
hour coordinated enforcement operation
targeting unsafe commercial vehicles and
drivers on I-75.

In total, 1,290 commercial motor
vehicles (CMVs) were inspected, result-
ing in 2,216 driver and equipment safety
violations. Officers placed 148 vehicles
and 102 drivers out of service for serious

violations. Additionally, officers issued
776 traffic citations for a wide variety of
violations including unsafe equipment,
overweight vehicles, speeding and violat-
ing the move over law.

Capt. Robert R. Powers, Jr., com-
mander of the MSP Traffic Safety
Division reiterated the importance of
partnering with other states to work
toward crash reduction. “It is important
to leverage our resources as efficiently as
possible to ensure a safe and secure envi-

ronment for the motoring public.
Working cooperatively with our partners
from adjacent states allows us to more
effectively address the traffic safety issues
we have in common,” said Powers.

Additional joint efforts among these
states will take place throughout the year
with a primary focus being for drivers and
companies to maintain compliance with
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations,
which will enhance the safety of all drivers
and reduce highway deaths.

REGIONAL RAP

DAVID P. FEATHER RETIRES FROM VIRGINIA STATE POLICE

Sgt. David's Feather retired on October 1, 2007 after more than
32 years of service in the motor carrier safety arena.

“David has been a tremendous resource and a wonderful
asset to the Virginia State Police. Sgt. Feather is recognized as
subject matter expert and an outstanding instructor and has par-
ticipated in developing, reviewing, and updating many motor car-
rier safety training courses, as well as developing new instructors.
David has always kept the long term goal in focus, to help pro-
duce component and knowledgeable North American Standard
Roadside inspectors,” said Ed Miller, Jr., Virginia State Police.

Feather served with the Virginia State Police from 1974. He
was on patrol from 1975 to 1981; Supervision of State Safety
Inspection Program July 1981 — March 1986; Motor Carrier Safety
Program March 1986 — present and promoted to the rank of
Sergeant May 1987.

Feather was responsible for the administration of the Motor
Carrier Safety and Hazardous Materials Enforcement Program in
Northern Virginia which involves reviewing reports of accidents
and incidents involving commercial motor vehicles for accuracy
and detail. It also included inspecting commercial motor vehicles
transporting hazardous materials for compliance with estab-
lished regulations. He supervised 12 state troopers who carried
out the functions of the Motor Carrier Safety Program. He was
certified and periodically inspected commercial vehicles and driv-
ers for compliance with the safety regulations.

In addition, Feather was an instructor with FMCSA in Motor
Carrier Safety Regulations that apply to commercial vehicle driv-
ers including driver requirements and hours of service regula-
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tions; Instruction of Passenger-Carrying Vehicle Inspectors Course
that apply to passenger vehicles; Instruction of Hazardous
Materials, this is an inspection course for the roadside inspection
of Hazardous Materials in commerce for communication require-
ments, non-bulk package requirements, loading and storage
requirements; Instruction of Cargo Tanks and Other Bulk
Packages, these are inspection courses for the roadside inspec-
tion of Hazardous Materials in commerce being transported in
Cargo Tanks and Other Bulk Packages. These courses teach the
applicability of the Hazardous Material regulations as they apply
to these packages. The courses also deal with the required safety
equipment requirements for Cargo Tanks and Other Bulk
Packages. The courses also teach the re-qualification require-
ments for Cargo Tanks and Other Bulk Packages.

Feather recently rewrote the Cargo Tank and Other Bulk
Packaging Inspection courses for the U.S. Department of
Transportation. These are courses for the roadside inspectors to
learn how to perform a roadside of cargo tank and other bulk
packages which includes the inspection of an IM or UN Portable
tanks, IBC's and Multi-unit Tank Car Tanks. | also served as the
primary subject matter expert on the production of training
videos on the inspection of MC 331 cargo tanks, the IM and UN
portable tanks and cylinders, for the United States Department
of Transportation.

On November 1, 2007 Sgt. Feather will give up his short
one month of retirement to return to work as a part-time
civilian employee with the Virginia State Police as a Safety
Audit Investigator.
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Arizona Groups Recognize Truck Drivers, Show
Motorists How to Safely“Share the Road”

By John E. Backowski, Arizona Trucking Association, Manager of Safety and Compliance

SHARE
THE ROAD
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The Arizona Department of Public
Safety (DPS) and the Arizona
Trucking Association (AzTA) com-
bined forces for three days in late
August to celebrate National Truck
Driver Appreciation Week, promote
increased safety belt use by profes-
sional drivers and educate the gen-
eral motoring public on how to
drive safely around large trucks.
DPS commercial officers joined
AZTA staff and several volunteers
from trucking companies to greet
truck drivers and motorists, hand
out snacks and cool drinks and give
brief safety presentations at a rest
area on Interstate 40 just west of
Flagstaff, AZ.

Through rain and shine, the offi-
cers and trucking officials spread the
safety message to more than a thou-
sand visitors over the three-day
period. To professional truck driv-
ers, the word was thanks for bring-
ing ‘good stuff,’ but be sure you wear
your seat belt at all times. To the
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motoring public, the message
focused on sharing the road with
large commercial motor vehicles by
demonstrating the truck driver’s

blind spots where passenger cars are

not visible. AzTA used its “share
the road/NO Zone” trailer and a
Wal-Mart tractor staged at the rest
area. Arizona’s “share the road” pro-
gram was begun in 2003 and is
funded by a grant the
Governor’s Highway Safety Office.
In 2006, the program was modified
slightly to fund AzTA’s efforts to get
more truck drivers to buckle up.
“We are very grateful to the
Governor’s Office of Highway Safety

from

and the Arizona Department of
Public Safety for supporting this
outreach  effort,” said AzTA
President & CEO Karen Rasmussen.
“We particularly appreciate the
efforts of DPS Lt. Bernie Gadznik
and Sgt. Brian Eekhoff to help set
up the event, and for the many dedi-
cated officers who helped us thank
truck drivers and educate the motor-
ing public,” she said.

Covenant Celebrates Drivers During
National Driver Appreciation Week

By Phyllis Williams, Covenant Transport, Inc.

Senior Manager of Media Resources

During 2007 National Driver
Appreciation Week, Covenant
Transport and its non-driving
employees treated their drivers to
good food, games and treats for the
five-day celebration. Departments
were decorated in festive themes
the last day of the week, and prizes,
giveaways and homemade snacks
and meals were among the high-
lights. Chattanooga television sta-

tion WDEF ran a special piece on the
evening news on the Covenant fes-
tivities, as well. Management,
including President Joey Hogan and
his executive staff, and all the in-
house staff enjoyed making drivers
feel special during the annual Driver
Appreciation Week, but then driv-
ers are special every day of the year
at Covenant Transport.
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FedEx Ground Maintenance Department
Partners with CVSA in Braking for Safety

By Taki Darakos, Maintenance Specialist, FedEx Ground

FedEx Ground Vehicle Maintenance
Department recently partnered with the
CVSA to help educate commercial driv-
ers and the motoring public on the
importance of brake safety. During the
recent Brake Safety Awareness Week,
FedEx Ground deployed three Regional
Maintenance Managers to work with the
Kansas Highway Patrol, Pennsylvania
State Police and the AMBEST Truck
Center in Villa Rica, GA, for a day.

The Regional
Managers broke away from their busy
days at FedEx Ground facilities. They
spent a day, educating and conveying the
importance of brake safety, as well as

Maintenance

answering vehicle maintenance ques-
tions that came up in conversation. They
were equipped with CVSA brake safety
literature and giveaways for the drivers.
While inspections and maintenance
were performed, the managers interacted
with the drivers and talked about brake
safety and other maintenance related
items.

Glenn Curtis, FedEx Ground
Regional Maintenance Manager, Lenexa
Hub worked with the Kansas Highway
Patrol at the Olathe scale. “In the time I
had to speak with the drivers (and stay
out of the officers way) I found that the
drivers really appreciated what we were

doing and had quite a few questions
ranging from tire tread depths to brake
safety.” Glenn added, “I found this to be
an educational experience and have a
new appreciation of what the officers and
drivers go through on a day to day basis.”

Eric Evans, FedEx Ground Regional
Maintenance Manager, Harrisburg Hub,
who worked with the Pennsylvania State
Police added, “I feel that our participa-
tion as a company showed our strong
commitment to safety.”

At the AMBEST Truck Center, Burt
Crowe, FedEx Ground Regional
Maintenance Manager, Atlanta Hub
worked with Bill Waterstreet, American

DA

The North American Inspectors Championship 2007 DVD is here!
Inspectors from the United States, Canada and Mexico gather in

Minneapolis to compete for the title of Grand Champion. Follow
contestants as they go through a fast-paced week of competition
and training, with a few surprises along the way!
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www.isp-video.com
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Eagle Garage. They had an opportunity
to talk to drivers from all over as they
stopped for fuel or had maintenance per-
formed.

Although it is important to move
packages through the FedEx Ground
network quickly, safety is a critical piece
of the culture at FedEx Ground.
Looking forward to the next CVSA
event (Roadcheck, June 2008), FedEx
Ground plans to expand it’s participa-
tion across the country. The partnership
between our company, CVSA, law
enforcement, and truck centers is critical
to improving safety performance in our
industry.

NEW CVSA
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Aguilar Forming
Anderson Trucking Service, Inc.
Arthur Transport Services, Inc.
Butler Amusements, Inc.

Gunite Corporation

Heniff Transportation Systems, Inc.

HR Transportation
Jefferson Lines
Less Travel Ltd.
Navajo Express, Inc.
Periodic Inspections
SE Independent Delivery Services, Inc.
Shulist Logistics International, Inc.
Spectra Products, Inc.
SYSCO Corporation
Universal Well Services, Inc.

Wildcat Construction Co., Inc.
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Landstar Employees
Drive Home Brake Safety

There’s no  stopping Landstar’s
Compliance department when it comes
to promoting brake safety awareness.

Nearly a dozen employees traveled
from the company’s headquarters in
Jacksonville, Florida, to several venues
frequented by truck drivers to promote
Brake Safety Awareness Week, August
27-31. They also used the occasion to
put on a show of goodwill in conjunc-
tion with National Truck Driver
Appreciation Week.

“Safety is more than having some of
the safest trucks on the road,” said
Director of Equipment/Operator
Compliance Theresa Broadbent. “The
safest truck can be made even safer by
enlightening drivers on the importance
of brake safety and how to tell when
brakes are out of adjustment.”

At each stop, employees talked with
truck drivers about the need to check
brakes regularly and distributed pam-
phlets on air brake safety from CVSA.
Landstar truck operators also received
“Spot-Check” Air Brake Adjustment
Indicators. The Spot-Check is a visual
indicator that slips over the air cham-
ber pushrod on a truck’s brakes and
provides a convenient way to measure
pushrod stroke.

“Many drivers asked questions as a
result of the CVSA brochure and the
Spot-Check kit,” said Shelley Conklin,
a former truck operator and now
inspection services coordinator in
Landstar’s Compliance department.
“There are many components on a
truck’s brake system that effect per-
formance. Sometimes drivers rely on
automatic slack adjusters, but over-
stroking can still occur.”

The safety campaign visited truck
stops in Brunswick, Richmond Hill, and

“The safest truck
can be made even
safer by enlightening
drivers on the
importance of

brake safety.”

Kingsland, GA, and in St. Augustine, and
Baldwin, FL. The staff also stopped by a
Florida Department of Transportation
Weigh Station in Wildwood and called
on Landstar truck operators at Landstar’s
Orientation Center in St. Augustine.

“Any event that has something to do
with safety is a good thing,” said
Landstar truck operator Glenn Willard.
“Brake inspection is part of my pre-trip
routine. Anyone who doesn’t check their
brakes on a regular basis is asking for a
world of trouble.”

Landstar employees also took time to
express their appreciation to the profes-
sional men and women who travel
America’s roads.

“It was exciting to meet drivers in
person to talk safety and about the work
they do,” said Sabrina Stroup on visiting
a truck stop for the first time. “I came
away with an even greater appreciation
for Landstar truck operators and other
truck drivers who travel the roads and
who do so safely.”
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How a Government Bill becomes Law — Canada

The following guide explains the process
by which a typical government-initiated
bill becomes law. This guide provides an
overview of the Federal Legislative
Process. Adapted from "The Federal
Legislative Process in Canada." NOTE:
To become law, a bill must first be intro-
duced in either the Senate or the House
of Commons. It must then pass through
various stages in each House: first, sec-
ond and third reading. Then it must
receive Royal Assent.

A. DEFINITIONS

* Public Bills—These are proposals
for laws that will affect the public in
general. Most public bills are intro-
duced by Government Ministers.
Bills sponsored by the Government
are numbered from C-1 to C-200
in order of presentation. If they are
introduced first in the Senate, they
are numbered starting S-1.

* Private Bills—These are limited in
scope: they concern an individual or
group of individuals only. They con-
fer a right on some person or group,
or relieve them of a responsibility.

B. POLICY PROPOSAL
Most legislation originates with the
Government. Policy proposal requir-
ing legislation is submitted to
Cabinet by Minister(s).

C. CABINET

* Policy proposal is considered by
the appropriate Cabinet commit-
tee and recommendations are
made to the Cabinet.

* If Cabinet approves, the responsi-
ble Ministry

instructions to the Legislation

issues drafting
Section of the Department of
Justice.

* Draft bill is prepared in two offi-
cial languages and approved by the
responsible Minister.

* Draft bill is presented to Cabinet
for approval.

* If approved it is ready to be intro-
duced in Parliament.

D. PARLIAMENT
* First Reading—First reading in
either the Senate or the House of
Commons. Bill is printed.
* Second Reading—Second read-
ing in the same House of
Parliament. Members debate and
vote on the principle of the bill.
The House may decide to refer
the bill to a legislative, standing or
a special committee, or to
Committee of the Whole.
8 Consideration in Committee—
Consideration by the appropri-

ate parliamentary committee
(clause-by-clause study of the

bill). Committee can summon

witnesses and experts to pro-
vide it with information and
help in improving the bill.

= Report Stage—Committee
reports the bill to the House
clearly indicating any amend-
ments proposed. House con-
siders amendments and votes
for or against them.

* Third Reading—Debate and vote
on bill as amended.

NOTE: Once bill has been read 3
times in the House, it is sent to the
Senate for its consideration.

E. ROYAL ASSENT

* Bill is presented to the Governor
General for assent.

* Governor General may assent to
Bill in the Queen's name, with-
hold assent or reserve assent.

* When Bill is given Royal Assent it
becomes law.

F. IN FORCE

» Statute is in force:
= upon Royal Assent, or
® when it is proclaimed by the

Governor General, or

= on a day specified in the act

* Different sections may come into
force at different times



FY 2008 Basic Level VI
Classes Scheduled

Under a cooperative agreement with the
U.S. DOE, CVSA has the following
Level VI Classes scheduled for FY 08 to
certify inspectors to conduct Level VI
inspections on all transuranic waste and
Highway Route Control Quantities
(HRCQ) of radioactive materials.
CVSA provides Level VI training to
inspectors who meet the prerequisite of

being Level I and HAZMAT certified.

M Savannah, GA—
January, 20 2008—COHMED
Meeting—There will be 8 hours of
Level VI refresher training—this is not
the Level VI Train the Trainer refresh-
er course—this training is for already
certified Level VI inspectors that need
refresher training to maintain their
Level VI certification.

¥ Havana, FL—February 25-29
B Las Vegas, NV—April 21-25
B Springfield, IL—May 5-8

B Columbus, OH—June 16-17—
Level VI Instructor Meeting

B Columbus, OH—June 18-19—
Level VI “Train the Trainer”
Refresher Course

¥ Nashville, TN—July 14-17

B Vaughn, NM—August 18-22

M Sacramento, CA—October 20-23

Austin, TX—November 3-6

Any state or federal agency interested in
sending inspectors to a scheduled class
is asked to contact Larry D. Stern,
Director, Level VI Inspection Program,
at larrys@cvsa.org or 304-292-1601.

R AD | N S P E C'T

I O N N E W S

Level VI Outreach Program

Effective in Kducating Public
About Radioactive Shipments

CVSAs Level VI Outreach Program,
combined with information provided on
CVSAs we Site, Level VI Podcast, Tri
State Motor Transit road show unit, and
members of the Level VI Program team
giving presentations about the program,
has proven to be an effective tool in edu-
cating the public about radioactive ship-
ments. The program is achieving its goal
of educating targeted audiences and pro-
viding information on how shipments of
transuranic waste and Highway Route
Controlled Quantities (HRCQ) has
been proven to be the safest mode of
transport in the U.S.

Duane Sammons, the Level VI Public
Outreach Coordinator, will be discussing
the web site and the program’s effective-
ness at the following meetings in FY 08:

* 2008 COHMED Conference—
Savannah, GA—]January 20-25

* Industrial Fire, Safety & Security—
Houston, TX—February 6-8

*  Waste Management Symposium—
Phoenix, AZ —February 24-28

Council on Safer Transportation of

Hazardous Articles (COSTHA)—
St. Petersburg, FL—March 9-12

2008 CVSA Workshop & 3rd
Annual FMCSA MCSAP
Leadership Conference—Denver,

CO—March 24-29

Contractors Management
Association (CTMA)—Palm
Springs, FL—June 9-13

U.S. Conference of Mayors—Miami,
FL—June 20-24

National Association of Counties
(NACO)—Kansas City, MO—]July
11-15

National Congress of State
Legislators (NCSL)—New Orleans,
LA—]July 20-25

National Congress of American
Indians (NCAI)—Phoenix, AZ—
September 19-24

AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARDS INSTITUTE (ANSI)
APPROVAL TO DEVELOP STANDARD, N14.36
“Measurement of Package Conveyance Radiation Levels

and Surface Contamination”

On July 6, 2007, the Standard Committee on Packaging and Transportation of
Radioactive Materials (AMSI-N14) approved the development and scope of the new
standard, “Measurement of Package and Conveyance Radiation Levels and Surface
Contamination.” This standard will address consistent, reliable, and reproducible
measurement of radiation levels and surface contamination on and near radioac-
tive material upon a review of existing operating and administrative procedures,
methods, instruments, and processes used in industry and government. DOE EM-63
has lead role in the development of standard by the ANSI subcommittee consisting
of members from DOT, NRC, states, radiopharmaceutical industry, utility, and DOE

sites and laboratories.
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Level VI Public Outreach Observatons

By Duane Sammons, Level VI Public Outreach Coordinator

During the years prior to the opening of
the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP)
site there was considerable interest from
various environmental groups about the
movement of radioactive materials in the
United States. These groups were also
very interested in the storage of the waste
and spent fuels and in general objected to
the storage saying it posed a problem to
the environment in many ways. These
groups resorted to demonstrations in a
variety of ways.

Then on April 27,1999 the first ship-
ment of transuranic waste left Idaho to
the newly-opened WIPP site and, to my
surprise, there were no demonstrators
objecting the shipment. It went off with-
out a hitch. The first shipment leaving
Idaho traveled across the Shoshone
Bannock tribal nation and there was no
interest from the tribe for this shipment.

After the WIPP site opened the
demonstrations by environmental groups
really declined. I think the superb safety
record of these shipments coupled with
the stringent Level VI inspection
requirements for the vehicles and drivers
clearly demonstrated the material could
be moved safely.

As T take the Level VI Public
Outreach display around the country to
the various conventions, conferences and
meetings I have noticed most people do
not have a clue about all that goes into
the transportation of spent fuels and
radioactive waste.

The public seems to think the
Hollywood movies such as “The Atomic
Train” are real and that is generally all they
know about moving radioactive materials.
Most people are surprised to learn they are
living close to a location that has radioac-
tive materials or are close to a route where
the material travels.

People don’t know the physical state
of the materials. Most think it is a gas or
liquid which will explode if involved in a
crash or some type of incident.

Many people think these shipments
are secret and no one in their state knows
when they travel through or where they
are going.

I hand out hundreds of brochures,
make presentations, and show the display
to thousands of people each year. I have
talked to people from many countries
outside the U.S. and they all are very
interested in our program.

The Level VI Public Outreach
Program definitely is informing and
changing the minds of a great number of
people and there remains a never ending
job to reach as many people as possible.

In today’s world there is concern for

storage of these materials. People are
concerned for the environment and for
security and seem to be fairly comfort-
able with being able to move the materi-
als safely.

This year we are using a new look on
the display along with a new look on the
brochures we hand out. They are up to
date, eye catching and present informa-
tion everyone can understand. The use
of a flat screen display coupled with a
DVD player shows an actual Level VI
inspection of a truck that we are con-
ducting mock Level VI Inspections on
using the Tri-State Transit road show
unit with a spent fuel cask at various
meetings. In addition, we developed and
produced a Level VI Program podcast.

The CVSA Level VI Inspection cou-
pled with the DOE Public Outreach
Program is making a difference in the
way Americans view transportation of
radioactive materials.
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DOE’s Former Rocky Flats Weapons Production
Site to Become National Wildlife Refuge

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)
has announced the transfer of nearly
4,000 acres of its former Rocky Flats
nuclear weapons production site to the
Department of the Interior’s (DOI) U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) for use
as a National Wildlife Refuge. After
more than a decade of environmental
cleanup work, the transfer creates the
Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge, 16
miles northwest of Denver, CO, and
marks completion of the regulatory mile-
stone to transform a formerly contami-
nated site into an environmental asset.

From 1951 until 1989 the Rocky
Flats Plant manufactured the trigger
mechanism for nearly every nuclear
weapon in the U.S.. The manufacturing
processes resulted in radiological and
hazardous material contamination;
including plutonium, uranium, beryllium
and hazardous chemical compounds that
were released into the air, ground and
water surrounding the plant.

In 2005, DOE certified the environ-
mental cleanup work at the former
Rocky Flats site complete. The 10-year
environmental cleanup of the site cost
approximately $7 billion and finished
more than 50 years ahead of initial fore-
cast and for nearly $30 billion less than
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Department of Energy.

estimated in 1994. The Rocky Flats site
encompasses approximately 6,200 acres
of high prairie that has been closed to
the public for more than 50 years.
During production and cleanup, a 5,800-
acre buffer zone surrounded the 400-acre
industrial area where the trigger mecha-
nisms for nearly every nuclear weapon in
the nation’s arsenal were manufactured.
“With the transfer of nearly 4,000
acres from the DOE, the FWS will
establish the Rocky Flats National
Wildlife Refuge in order to conserve the
rare and unique tall grass prairie found
along Colorado’s Front Range,” U.S.
DOI Director of the FWS, H. Dale Hall
said. “As intended by Congress, the
refuge will preserve a lasting wildlife and
habitat legacy for future generations.”
Since 2005, DOE has worked to
finalize regulatory requirements and pre-
pare to transfer the site to FWS. In May
2007, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency completed regulatory certifica-
tion and released the lands for unrestrict-
ed use as a National Wildlife Refuge.
DOE will retain approximately 1,300
acres in the center of the site for long-
term surveillance and maintenance. This
area is protected by physical and institu-
tional controls and contains surface and

groundwater monitoring equipment,
four groundwater treatment systems, and
two closed landfills.

FWS is the principal federal agency
responsible for conserving, protecting and
enhancing fish, wildlife and plants and
their habitats for the continuing benefit of
the American people. In 2005, FWS
announced a comprehensive conservation
plan and associated environmental impact
statement for the refuge that creates a
management framework for the next 15
years. Pursuant to the plan, public use will
increase gradually over the 15-year life of
the plan, as resources become available.
FWS announced that visitor use facilities
will eventually include approximately 16
miles trails, a seasonally staffed visitor
contact station, trailheads with parking,
and developed overlooks. Most of the
trails will use existing roads, and public
access will be by foot, bicycle, hose or car
the FWS plan to develop a limited public
hunting program. FWS will publish offi-
cial notice of the refuge establishment in
the Federal Register.

To date, DOE has restored 84 sites that
played a role in the Cold War era mission
across the nation. In the past two years,
DOE has safely cleaned up nine sites and
is on track to close five more by 2009.

WIPP SHIPMENTS RECEIVED as of August 20, 2007

Site Shipments Loaded Miles
Argonne National Laboratory 14 23,453
Idaho National Laboratory 2,397 3,333,840
Los Alamos National Laboratory 314 107,730
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 18 24,804
Nevada Test Site 48 57,312
Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site 2,045 1,446,444
Hanford Site 358 647,264
Savannah River Site 796 1,225,840
Total to WIPP 5,990 6,866,687




FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Transporting Spent Nuclear Fuel, High-Level
Radioactive Waste To Yucca Mountain

This is the sixth in a series of articles that
will answer frequently asked question about

this matter. Look for more in future issues of

CVS8A’s Guardian.

Q; How will transportation routes to
the repository be chosen?

DOE is working with states through

four regional groups to identify suites of

transportation routes in each region for
highway, rail, and waterways. DOE will
also interact with federally recognized
tribal nations on routing issues. The
process includes identifying highway
routes and identifying rail and water-
ways using industry and federal stan-
dards. DOE will continue its practice,
to the extent appropriate, of coordinat-
ing the details of shipment routes and
specific modes with states, tribes, utili-
ties, and carriers.

After considering a range of alterna-
tives, DOE has decided that the trans-
portation system will be mostly rail. Rail
transportation was determined to have
significant support from stakeholder
organizations and to offer operational
and security efficiencies. In addition,
DOE has decided to use dedicated train
service for shipments to the repository.
Dedicated trains would transport only
spent fuel or high-level radioactive waste
and would provide better operational
control as well as cost savings for DOE

shipments to Yucca Mountain. Barge
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and highway routing will be used where
rail is not available (barges may be used
to ship spent nuclear fuel from some
reactor sites to nearby railheads).

Some shipments will require trans-
port over the national highway system.
Under the DOT highway routing
process, these shipments would travel on
interstate highways, designated beltways,
and urban bypasses to limit time in tran-
sit.  For highway shipments, spent
nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive
waste is classified as “Highway Route

Controlled Quantity” for purposes of the

DOT highway routing process. Carriers
of these materials must use “preferred
routes” that would reduce transit time.

State and tribal agencies, following the
DOT process, may designate alternative
highway routes through their jurisdic-
tions. The key consideration for states
and tribes in determining alternative pre-
ferred routes is minimizing radiological
risk to the public. This done by consider-
ing factors including population density,
time of day, and day of week. DOE is
working with the states and tribes to con-
sider criteria for rail transport.

VISIT CVSA’S LEVEL VI WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST PROGRAM INFORMATION

To find the most up-to-date information on the CVSA's Level VI Program and the minutes of the RAM Subcommittee and ad hoc
RAM/Security/ITS Committees meetings at the CVSA Workshop in Pittsburgh, PA, September 16-17, visit the Level VI Program
web site, www.cvsa.org then select Programs, and then select North American Standard Level VI Inspection Program.
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KXO Project Equipment
Sucesstully Placed
Underground at WIPP

The first two clean room modules for the
Enriched Xenon Observatory (EXO)
project were successfully placed in the
U.S. DOE Wiaste Isolation Pilot Plant
(WIPP) mine 2,150 feet below the
earth’s surface.

The two modules, weighing 13,000
and 15,500 pounds, were lowered into
the mine by hoist and then transported
through almost a kilometer of tunnels to
the North Experimental Area with a 41-
ton forklift.

DOE made WIPP’s unique under-
ground facility available to the scientific
community to promote and foster scien-
tific research. The depth of the WIPP
facility provides shielding from cosmic
rays and naturally occurring radiation on
the earth’s surface, making it an ideal
location for the EXO project.

“The WIPP facility staff is pleased and
proud to be a part of this far-reaching sci-
entific initiative,” said Dr. David Moody,
manager of the DOE’s Carlsbad Field
Office. “We're looking forward to work-
ing cooperatively with EXO scientists to
make sure the project is successful.”

EXO is part of an effort by a consor-
tium of scientists, led by Stanford
University, to detect neutrino less double
beta decay, an extraordinarily rare
nuclear process that occurs when disinte-
gration of a nucleus is accompanied by
emission of tow electrons without any
associated anti-neutrinos. If observed,
this never-before-seen process could
unlock secrets about the origins of mat-
ter and anti-matter, and how mass is dis-
tributed in the universe.

Normal beta decay involves a nucleus
of an atom that emits an electron and
antineutrino simultaneously. If detected,
the rate of double beta decay can be used
to measure the mass of the electron anti-

neutrino. The information gathered
from this observatory could revolutionize
current concepts about physics and cos-
mology.

“If EXO confirms neutrino less dou-
ble beta decay, a Nobel prize in physics is
virtually certain,” said Roger Nelson,
Chief Scientist for WIPP, who has been
working with the EXO Collaboration to
bring the experiment to Carlsbad since
2001.

EXO will consist of six modules that
connect together to form a clean room.
The first module is equipped with an air-
shower and changing area. From there,
each module produces a cleaner atmos-
phere that progresses to the sixth and
final module, which houses the detector.
The detector has a special cryogenic
chamber with rare enriched Xenon gas
that will be used to observe and measure
this nuclear process.

The first of three shipments from
Stanford University arrived at WIPP on
July 9. Additional shipments are
planned to take place in the near future.

EXO will be located far from the
transuranic waste disposal area of the
mine. The project will have minimal
impact on normal operations and will
not interfere with WIPP’s mission of
safely isolating transuranic (TRU) waste
from people and the environment.

TRU waste 1is defense-related
transuranic radioactive material left from
the research and production of nuclear
weapons. Waste that is temporarily
stored at sites around the country is
shipped to WIPP and permanently dis-
posed in rooms mined out of an ancient
salt formation 2,150 feet below the sur-
face. WIPP, which began waste disposal
operations in March 1999, is located 26
miles outside of Carlsbad, NM.

T I O N N E W S

Demand From States,
WIPP Carriers Run High
For Level VI Training

CVSA  hosted classes in  Shelton,
Washington, April 16-19; Carlsbad, NM,
April 30-May 4; Carlsbad, NM, May 7-11;
Albany, NY, May 14-17; Carlsbad, NM, June
14-17; Carlsbad, NM, June 18-21;
Springfield, IL, June 25-28; Oak Ridge, TN,
July 23-26; and Sacramento, CA, August 27-
30. The students were from Washington
State Patrol, Oregon DOT, New York State
Police, lllinois State Police and DOT,
Tennessee Highway Patrol, California
Highway Patrol, Colorado State Patrol and
Port of Entry, Florida DOT, Tennessee
Emergency Management Agency,
Connecticut State Police, Utah Highway
Patrol, DOE contractors, and WIPP drivers.

As reflected by the evaluations and
comments received, instructors—Carlisle
Smith and Robert Rohr, Ohio PUC; Tom
Fuller, New York State Police; Tony
Anderson and Tom Wright, Idaho State
Police; Reggie Bunner and Jon Cline, WV
PSC; Rion Stan, Pennsylvania State Police;
Todd Armstrong, Illinois State Police; and
Pat Fiori, California Highway Patrol—did
a great job instructing the classes. CVSA
appreciates the instructors and the sup-
port they received from their individual
departments that allowed them to
instruct these important classes.

CVSA also commends the DOE, Tri State
Motor Transit, and CAST Transportation
for taking the TRUPACT unit to the train-
ing sites making it possible to have the
practical exercise. Thanks to Gaylon Fuller,
CAST Transportation; Veronica Gonzalez,
California Highway Patrol; David Beasley
and Todd Armstrong, lllinois State Police;
Ken Rose, Tennessee Highway Patrol;
Penny Beeler, Turnkey Transportation;
Kelly Horn, Illinois Emergency
Management Agency; and John Koch and
Michael Herron, Washington State Patrol
who arranged the classes and provided
assistance throughout.
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(Calendar of Events

OPERATION SAFE DRIVER
October 21-28, 2007

WINTER EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEETING
January 20, 2008

Hyatt Regency Savannah
Savannah, GA

2008 COHMED CONFERENCE
January 20-25, 2008

Hyatt Regency Savannah
Savannah, GA

2008 CVSA WORKSHOP &
3RD ANNUAL FMCSA MCSAP
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
March 24-29, 2008

Hyatt Regency Denver

at Colorado Convention Center

Denver, CO

January 20 - 25, 2008
2008 C

c o n f

HMED

(4 n

NORTH AMERICAN CARGO
SECUREMENT HARMONIZATION
PUBLIC FORUM

March 26, 2008

Hyatt Regency Denver

at Colorado Convention Center

Denver, CO

ROADCHECK 2008
June 3-5, 2008

NAIC 2008
August 18-24, 2008
Houston, TX

SUMMER EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEETING
August 19, 2008
Houston, TX

2008 CVSA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
September 10-15, 2008
Winnipeg Convention Centre

e

Savannah, Georgia

TO REGISTER ONLUNE GO TO

WWW.CVSa.org

2008 IS A
SPECIAL YEAR

FOR CVSAI

Keep an eye out for news and
events celebrating our 25th

Anniversary in 2008.




